IMPORTANT
MPORTANT E-SAFETY MESSAGE
14.11.2017
Dear Parent and Carers,
E-SAFETY
Following a brief e-safety talk today, when children were asking questions at the end, it
became clear that some children in the class currently have access to media, games and
apps that are recommended for older children. Some of the children said that their
parents knew about this and were happy with it.
As Designating Safeguarding Leader for the school it is my responsibility to do my utmost
to help all of our children to stay safe on line and my message to the children about the
recommended ages of apps, messaging services and web based console games is that they
are there because they may:
 contain content that is inappropriate for younger children
 enable contact with older and or unknown individuals
 enable the exchange of inappropriate images/language
 require making decisions that the children are not yet ready to handle
 and …

At our last E-safety presentation for parents and carers the audience were warned
that:
Children who register for apps and sites with an ‘at least 13 years old’ requirement will in
only 5 years’ time be assumed to be 18 years old as far as internet searches are
concerned.
It has also been reported that some of the older children in the school have Instagram
accounts.
Is this appropriate?
The first hit when Googling ‘age for Instagram’ is this:

SUGGESTED ACTION:
1) Please talk with your children about e-safety and the importance of their reporting
anything that they are unsure or concerned about to you.
2) Please follow this link http://www.freshfordschool.org.uk/index.php?page=90 to
the Freshford Primary School website’s ‘WEBLINKS’ page. This has a range of useful
links to E-Safety websites including:
‘App guide for parents:
There are so many apps available, check out the ones that raise some concerns, including

secret or ‘vault’ apps (Apps that you can hide other apps within).’
http://www.internetmatters.org/advice/apps-guide/
I encourage you to keep yourself well informed about the recommendations as the
information on this site is continually updated.
I would also recommend talking to other parents about their views on recommended ages
of apps, messaging services and web based console games and their supervision before
agreeing to ‘play dates’ or ‘sleepovers.’

Wishing you a splendid and e-safe year.
Yours,
Andrew Wishart

